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liable to error. But according to Sa'id al-Barda'i, their
sunnah is binding, because the Prophet has said: " My Com-
panions are like the stars, no matter whom from among
them you follow, you will be going the right way/7 and
because most of the sayings of the Companions are based on
what the latter have heard from the Prophet. Moreover,
the Companions have witnessed the circumstances of the
revelations, have been pioneers in the religion, and have had
the blessing of conversation with the Prophet. According
to al-Karkhi, the sunnah of the Companions is binding only
as regards those points which cannot be otherwise cleared
up by qiyas, as such points must have been based on direct
hearing from the Prophet, unless they be lying, which is
inconceivable. But their sunnah is not valid as regards
points which may be established by qiyas, since the Com-
panions like others may err in their qiyases*

As regards the Followers (tabi'iyyun, or tabiun), that is,
the generation following- the Companions, their sayings are
like those of the Companions, if they have expressed them
during the time of the latter, for by the tacit confirmation
of the Companions, they have become like them.1

CUSTOM.2 Custom (furf, fadah} may be general (camm}
or special (khass). Each of these may either be in opposi-
tion to the sources (nass shar'i) or to the statements (nass)
occurring in the recognized books of the school (zahir-al-
riwayah) ; or on the contrary, it may be in accordance with
them. If the latter is the case, there is no room for dis-
cussion; if however custom is in opposition to them the fol-
lowing cases are conceivable.

(i) Custom is in opposition to the revealed texts,
(nass shar'i}. In such a case, if the opposition is absolute,

1  Cf. Pazdawi, p. 944; Taw&h, p. 383.

2 Ibn 'Abidin, vol. ii, pp. 114 et seq.